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1, In October 1951* 

ordered by the Hygiene Department of the Soviet Zone 


’ xnistry of Health to investigate the status of the chemical vrarfare agents stock- 
piled in the area of the fomier fxerman amrmnition depot at Xapen* Hi^h ranking 
3oviot An:^ officers, and representatives of the .‘"inistry of the Interior, the 
ministry of Heavy Industry as v/ell as the r'lnistry of Economics of Land Saxony- 
Anhalt vFere present at the conference whore the irnplejnentatiori of this order v^as 
discussed. The Soviet officers stressed the necessity of a speedy disposal of 
the chcjaical warfare agents, as their storage space would be required for the 
storage of arrintunition. 50X1 -HUM 

2„ ^ about 6o tons of mxistard gas and sternutators were stored 

at the chcnical warfare agents section of the Kapen depot in riid-farch 19^2 ^ 

About 100 iron, drums with a capacity of 20^^ liters each were stored above ground, 
v/hile the remainder was bein? kept in underground containers * The chemical war- 
fare agents w^erc still effective, However, they could not bo used in shells 
because they had become impure. 



3* Prior to the end of the war, cheriical v;arfare a£;ents v-'ore stored and refilled at 
Kapen, In early 191x7, most of the surface installations of the gas depot V7ere 
demolished by the Soviets, At the same time, unde to mined quantities of chemical 
warfare agents wrere slapped by them in railroad tank cars to some uxidete mined. 
place. According to' Soviet officers, the chemical warfare agents v:cre dropped 
in the Baltic Seao This operation was the cause of the rur:or calculating among 
the local Dopulation that chemical munitions were being manufactured ,, , 

CfiV-n l—ll IIV/I 


li. At first, I ^ investigations at Kapen without protective equip- 

ment. In late 1951, former German Army protective equipment vws provided, '.fork 
on the construction of a decontamination chamber according to the design of the 
German Army was also started-. The I'inistry of bcononiics in Halle ordered the 
Gaerangsehemie fim ( Zymotcchnolqgical plant) in Lessau to send a labor detail 
of li.O men and a decontamination squad of 3 non headed by Herr Kahn (fnu), a 
former Ge man /’my master sergeant (Ord) to Kapen, It was planned «at first 
to perform the decontamination by means of calcium chloride , This substance 
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not available in odeqi^ate quantities, mid orders v^ere tivcn to have the che- 
mical v;arfarG a|-ents burned. It v:as resolved to build a special chanber in the- 
area of tlie depot end to burn the |::as after adiaixinc beot-root spirit*. The 
total cost of disposing of the cbcnical v;arfnre agents v;as estimated at five to 
six ;-:nJlion easlrarbs, and the cost of the boot root spirit n^as estimated at 
) {.00, 000 oastnerks. 

In mid-! <"rch, I ^checkinf the soi l of the depot area for sipns of 

tairinatioru ihe rcGu],ts of tiie analysis ivill have to bo transmitted to th e^OXI-HUM 
I’inistry of ?‘cono:iicG in ^-allcy and to the Cacrunr schemic firm in Dcssau,^ P ^ 


I in mid-19!:>l, l l unconiirmoa iniormauion 

indicating that experiments v/ero being made at the blectro-ChGmical ;;lant in 
Diti.erfeld products similar to cheirdcal \7arfare agents. Only a fevr experts 

in the field of chemical i;arforc are said to be still available in the Soviet * 
r.one of Germany^ •»> 
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Coininent. As chenical v:arfare afcnts v/ere stored at the mimunition depot 
at Kapen during h'orld far II, the existence there of minor stocks of gas is 
possible o I Statement that these stocks vrere unsuitable for further use 

is believed to be corrects The shipping of chemical warfare agents, allegedlv 
to be dumped in the Baltic Sea, xvas also reported froi;: other former German 50X1 -HUM 
armunition depots in 19)!.7 and 19li3. I'o information on the production of chemi- 
cal v;arfvare afonts or pertinent rescarcli v;ork' has been received*, It is believed 
toproba.ble that thiC Soviets should store cliemical warfare agents in Gernany. 

50X1-HUM 



s:-.CURTTY IbrOidATTOi: 


Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 201 1/05/20 : CIA-RDP82-00457R01 2000290009-2 




